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merican Opinion Summary 


Ho. Be ΝΟ September 6, 1962 
U.2 AGATH | 


“Some evidence of nemofastured crisis" is seen _by observers in 
the Septenber 4 Soviet charge tat a μον aivcraft violated 
Soviet airspace August 30 (Nerr York Times , Soripps-Howard | 
press, Sen, Aiken, R-Vte)o 


The e_vehenence and timing of the. Rus Ξ Βα protest’ appears eyed EQ. 
GAScrace ¢ world a Aactention from a a minor Russiaa_ backdown in Re; 
axd | “fron. tne e USSR rowing involvement ἃ in military aid Guba.” 
the Times and others agree (@.f., Seuse Caznon, D Dailevo, Keating, 
RY, N.Y. Herald Tribune, David Laurence) ὁ. ‘With the ὍΝ 
meecing in two weeks,” some point out, “the Russians will use 
"anything they can Pind for propangenda” against the U.S. and 
che global system of Western Military alliances (Sen. Aiken, 
Vali ot. Journal, Martin Berck in Herald Tribune). 


The ὥς Handing of ff the charge | evokes. a. mixed reaction, Praise 
for ene “equable, £0 good-tempered | and. concid ΟΣ answer to the 
Soviet complaint" comes from the Was shington Post, Sens. Stennis, 
DHLSS os and Pulbright, DaArke “This sountry made & flistake when 
ib allowed. @ Uae mission to intrude on Sovict airspace and δῦ 
was good vo have the error promptly admitted,” in the Post's 
opinion (somewhat similarly, Chalmers Roberts) 


But the Hearst press is sharply disapproving. “Instead of | 
“keeping quiet--or at the most saying πον, us?'~.-the Administra- 
tion has by its acknowledgment and apology repeated the mise 
takes of the Eisenhower Administration in the first U-2 inci~ 

dent, Purnisning the Soviet Union with a ready-made propaganda — 
weapon," Hearst? 8. New York Journal—American protests. "This 
doesn't inspire the confidence oF the American people in a 
stroag. and firm administration,” it maintains. © 


The | Baltimore Sun suggests that in the Light or the "miserable 
fumbling” of the first U.2 incident, “we need not be surprised _ 
to encounter widespread skepticism” about our cusrent explanatione 


the U.S. "should resume the U.- 1.2. 5 Spy flights,” : Sone. Golduater 
(h-Aviz.) ὁ contends, "They spy on us; ἸΘΟΒ spy on theme” 
\grecing, the Jouraal.American emphasizes: “This is not μυ 
polite game of cricket. Both sides employ every neans of 68. 
pionage available.” If the objective is important cnough;. says . 
the Vashirgton Star, “che visk must be taken Wo one should 
θὰ vaduly excit -ο οὔ 
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